Trombone Cleaning

Make sure to have:

· Slide-O-Mix (cream, oil, and water) OR slide oil

· Soft cloth or towel

· Paper towel

· Slide snake brush

· Mouthpiece brush (optional)

Steps:

1. Use a large sink or your bathtub.  Fill it with a few inches of room temperature (NOT HOT) water.  Make sure there is a cloth or towel on the bottom to avoid scratching your instrument.

2. Disassemble your instrument – detach the bell and take the outer slide off.

3. Submerge the bell in the water.  Use the slide snake to clean out the inside.  You may use a small amount of mild dish soap.  RINSE your instrument when finished.  Take out of water and get all of the water out.  Set on paper towel to dry.  Then do the same with the outer slide.

4. Use paper towel to wipe cream/oil off inner slide.  BE CAREFUL not to bend or dent anything!  Submerge in water and use snake to clean out. Rinse and dry.

5. REASSEMBLY:  

Apply a SMALL amount of cream to stockings and work up the slide.  Apply a few drops of oil to the stockings.  

Re-join inner and outer slide, spray inner slide with water.

6. Wipe off outside of instrument – can use a bit of furniture polish for shine.

CAUTIONS:

· DO NOT use anything besides dish soap to clean your instrument.  NEVER use metal/jewelry polish – instrument finishes are applied differently and will be ruined.

· DO NOT use hot water to clean your instrument – the lacquer will come off.
